Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the title compound, C 20 H 15 N, the fluorene unit is essentially planar [r.m.s. deviation 0.0334 Å ] and the benzene ring bound to the imine N atom bears a methyl group which is nearly coplanar [dihedral angle 0.5 (1) ]. The dihedral angle between the substituent benzene ring and the 9H-fluoren-9-imine unit is 71.1 (3)
. Intermolecular -interactions between the benzene rings of adjacent fluorene units [centroid-centroid distance 3.8081 (13) Å ] are present in the crystal structure, resulting in a one-dimensional supramolecular architecture. (Xu et al., 2007; Tanaka et al., 2006) . In addition, fluorene derivatives have found many applications in chemistry, especially in the optoelectronic area (Saragi et al., 2004) . In view of these important properties, the crystal structure of the title compond has been determined.
Related literature
In the title compound (Fig.1) , the C12-N1-C14 angle of 120.76 (15)° and the N1-C12 bond distance of 1.278 (2)Å are in close agreement with the similar Nfluorenylideneaniline (Glagovich et al., 2004; Peters et al., 1998; Pierre et al., 1997) .
The fluorene unit is essentially planar and the benzene ring bound to the imine N atom bears a methyl that is nearly coplanar.
The dihedral angle between the substituent benzene ring and the 9H-fluoren-9-imine unit is 108.9 (3)°. Intermolecular π···π interactions between the benzene rings of adjacent fluorene units [centroid-centroid distance is 3.8081 (13) Å, the average perpendicular distance is 3.469 Å, the dihedral angle between the rings is 3.7°, symmetry code = -1 + x, y, z] are present in the crystal structure, resulting in a one-dimensional supramolecular architecture (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was obtained from the condensation reaction of 9-fluorenone and 4-methylaniline as described in literature (Glagovich et al., 2004) and recrystallized from ethanol solution at room temperature to give the desired product as yellow crystals suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction.
Refinement
H atoms attached to C atoms of the title compound were placed in geometrically idealized positions and treated as riding with C-H distances constrained to 0.93-0.96 Å, and with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C) (1.5U eq for methyl H). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. H atoms are omitted for clarity.
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